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Monsignor Haller Catholic School 
118 Shea Cres, Kitchener, Ontario, N2E 1E8 

(519) 519.579.1230 

http://haller.wcdsb.ca 
 

 

Mission and Vision Statement of the Waterloo Catholic District School Board 

Our Mission …As Disciples of Christ, we educate and nurture hope in all learners to realize their full 
potential to transform God’s world. 

Our Vision…Our Catholic schools: heart of the community – success for each, a place for all. 

 

2019-2020 School Year 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Telephone Numbers 
Reporting Absenteeism    519. 579.1230 

When notifying the school of the absence, include your child’s name, grade, reason for absence and the expected 

duration of the absence. 

WCDSB Student Transportation    519. 650. 4934  ext. 221 or online www.stswr.ca 
Blessed Sacrament Church      519. 742. 5061         

 

We communicate to parents through our monthly school newsletters sent electronically via “newswire” (hard copies 
available at the office), and monthly classroom newsletters.   

To receive school updates please sign up for “newswire” on our website: http://haller.wcdsb.ca 
 

 

THIS AGENDA BELONGS TO: 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Teacher:  ___________________________________________       Grade: ________                                                   

 

 

 

I have read and understood the contents of the Monsignor Haller Catholic School Handbook. 
I will live up to the expectations outlined for me. 
 
                                                               __________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                 Student Signature 

 
We have read and understood the contents of the Monsignor Haller School Handbook. 
 

                                                                _________________________________________ 
                                                                                                Parent/Guardian Signature 

           School Hours   

8:50 a.m.  Arrival 

10:00-10:15 a.m. Recess  

11:35-12:35 p.m. Lunch Hour 

1:55 –2:10 p.m. Recess  

3:20 p.m.  Dismissal  

http://haller.wcdsb.ca/
http://www.stswr.ca/
http://haller.wcdsb.ca/
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Monsignor R.M. Haller 
 

In 1972, the Waterloo County Separate School Board named its new 

school in Laurentian Hills after Monsignor R.M. Haller, a Catholic priest 

who had arrived to Kitchener in September, 1930.   

Father Haller was assigned to Kitchener and with the grand task of building 

St. Joseph’s Parish, he helped opened its doors in 1930.   In 1959, Father 

Haller became the first priest in the city to be made a Monsignor while 

serving his community.  
 

Monsignor R.M. Haller was on hand to officially open OUR School on 

November 14th, 1971.  Our school was the first Catholic school in the region 

to be named after a living person. "The success of our parish is the family 

spirit of working together," said Msgr. Haller.  We are often referred to  

“a Small school with a Big heart."  
 

~ Let all of our children at Monsignor Haller Catholic School  

continue to “work together” and remember the goodness from which our school was created upon ~ 
  

   

WCDSB/MONSIGNOR HALLER CALENDAR (may be subject to minor changes) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Welcome to Monsignor Haller Catholic School!       
We are committed to making your child’s years at school 
productive and enjoyable. There are many responsibilities 
which students will be expected to accept as a student at 
Monsignor Haller Catholic School. To help students make 
responsible choices at school, their teachers will teach 
what is expected while they are at school. Our code of 
conduct is based on clear expectations, effective 
teaching of desired behaviours, and consistent 
support from all adults in the building.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Success at Monsignor Haller will be achieved in three ways:  
1. Implementing the WCDSB Code of Conduct;  
2. Clear Behaviour Routines including: lining up, respectful 
behaviour, lunch time expectations, washroom/fountain 
procedures, gym procedures, recess/snack procedures, 
greeting adults, etc.;  
4. Communication of our expectations to all partners via 
this document; announcements; assemblies; daily 
interactions and other forms of communication. 

 

Sept. 3 – First day of school (Gr. 1-8); Scheduled 
school visits for JK students and their families 

Jan. 6  – Back to school after Christmas Break 

Sept. 4 – First day of school for SK students Jan. 24 – P.A. Day – no school for students 

Sept. 9 – All JK students to attend Jan 30   –  Grade 8 and SK Graduation Pictures 

Sept. 10  – Meet the Teacher / Open House Feb.  13   – Term 1 Report Card goes home 

Sept. 12  – Meet & Greet School Advisory Council  
                    Meeting @ 6pm 

Feb.  17  – Family Day (no school) 

Sept. 20 – P.A. Day – no school for students Mar.  16-20 – March Break (no school) 

Oct. 14  – Thanksgiving Day (no school) Apr. 3 – P.A. Day – no school for students  

Oct. 24  – School Pictures Apr. 10  – Good Friday (no school) 

Oct. 25 – P.A. Day – no school for students  Apr. 13  – Easter Monday (no school) 

Nov. 5  – Progress Report goes home May 18 – Victoria Day (no school) 

Nov. 7  – Parent/Teacher Conferences May 29 – P.A. Day – no school for students 

Nov. 15 – P.A. Day – no school for students June 23 – Term 2 Report Card goes home 

Dec. 6 – P.A. Day – no school for students June 26 – Last Day of School 

Dec.  23 – January 5 – Christmas Break  



 2 

To ensure a safe and secure school for our students and 
staff we will be committed to promoting and modeling a 
positive, proactive environment; maximizing engaged 
learning time; having clear, consistent, achievable, and high 
expectations for our school; minimizing conflict, aggression, 
and the need for punishment; and empowering our students 
to make good choices, be successful, and become 
contributing members of our society.  

 
Catholic education views human life as an integration of 
body, mind, and spirit. Rooted in this vision, Catholic 
education fosters the search for knowledge as a lifelong 
spiritual and academic quest. The expectations of the 
Catholic learning community are described not only in terms 
of knowledge and skills but also in terms of values, 
attributes, and actions. By the time our students graduate, 
they are expected to be:  

A Discerning Believer formed in the Catholic Faith 
Community  

A Caring Family Member  
An Effective Communicator  
A Collaborative Contributor  
A Responsible Citizen  
A Reflective and Creative Thinker  
A Self-Directed, Responsible, Life Long Learner  

 
Please trust the staff at the school to help children problem 
solve and correct behaviours to promote positivity, respect 
and kindness that is expected in a Catholic School as we 
model ourselves after Jesus.   
We address behaviours of all children equally.   
We find students respond best when both home and school 
are consistent and share the same above messaging. 
 
How To Be Successful on the Playground: 

• be courteous and show respect for the rights of others. 

• play in your designated areas of the school property. 

• do not play rough, aggressive games.  “Play fighting” 
usually leads to “real fighting” and is not allowed. 

• equipment judged by the school to be dangerous or 
hazardous to student safety is not permitted.   

• report any injuries or concerns to the teachers or 
supervisors on duty. 

• obtain permission before entering the school during 
recess breaks and the lunch hour. 

• objects such as stones, sand, cans, and snowballs are 
never to be thrown. 

• the use of inappropriate language will not be tolerated 
under any circumstances. 

• running shoes or shoes that cover the entire foot must 
be worn on the climber (no sandals or crocs). 

• always play with safety in mind.   

• Items brought from home to play with may be lost or 
stolen and the school/board are not responsible to 
replace items 

• No bats/hard balls/mini sticks allowed at all 
 
 

Monsignor Haller Behaviour Protocol 
Respect, Civility and Responsible Citizenship 
Monsignor Haller Catholic School is committed to 
promoting responsibility, respect, civility, and academic 
excellence in a safe learning and teaching environment.  
Such learning and teaching environments are to be 
peaceful and welcoming for all.   They must clearly 
demonstrate respect for social justice and human rights 
and promote the values needed to develop responsible 
members of a democratic society.  Your children will be 
made aware of the behaviour expectations in an assembly 
in the first weeks of each term and/or ongoing teachings in 
the classroom. 
All school community members (students, 
parents/guardians, volunteers, teachers, and other staff 
members) must: 

• respect and comply with federal, provincial, and 
municipal law; 

• treat one another with dignity and respect at all times, 
and especially when there is disagreement; 

• respect the dignity, rights and fair treatment of others 
regardless of race, ancestry, place of origin, colour, 
ethnic origin, citizenship, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation, age or disability 

• show proper care and regard for school property and 
the property of others; 

• respect persons who are in a position of authority; 

• demonstrate honesty in achieving academic 
expectations; 

• respect and honour the appropriate dress specified by 
the school community; 

 
Physical Safety: 
All school members must: 

• not be in possession of any weapon, including but not 
limited to firearms; 

• not use any object to threaten or intimidate another 
person; 

• all school members must not be in possession of, or 
under the influence of, or provide others with, alcohol, 
prohibited substances or illegal drugs. 

• all school members must not inflict or encourage others 
to inflict bodily harm on another person; 

• seek staff assistance, if necessary, to resolve conflict 
peacefully. 

 
Supporting Students through Positive Relationships 
and Learning Opportunities We believe that students 
learn in different ways and at different rates. Because the 
goal of school behaviour is always about learning, the 
interventions used for inappropriate behaviour depend 
upon the individual student. Many students may just need 
a reminder that they have broken a rule and be given the 
opportunity to demonstrate how they can uphold the rule 
in the future. Some students may require a more detailed 
plan for success. Staff always endeavours to consider the 
individual student and the circumstances, including 
mitigating factors (age of the student, cognitive ability of 
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the student, mental health needs of the student etc.). Staff 
also considers the nature and severity of the incident and 
the impact of the incident on the climate of the school. 
Ensuring that Monsignor Haller School is a safe place to 
learn and grow for all students is our number one goal.  
 

To Assist The Student Get Back On Track We May:  
Interview with the student(s)  

Withdrawal of privileges  

Recess/lunch in an alternate location  

Student Success Form to track communication home 

Reflections  

Detention  

Contact with parents  

Payment for damages / restitution  

Removal from special activities  

In-school suspension with a re-entry plan  

Expulsion  

Involvement with support agencies, police  

Referral to In School Team Supports 

Referral to Collaborative Team – Child and Youth Worker, 
Social Worker  

Referral to community supports e.g., counselling  

Completion of Bill 157, “Safe Schools Incident Reporting 
Form” which is filed in the student’s Ontario Student 
Record (OSR)  
 
The Monsignor Haller Standards of Behaviour are aligned 
to our board’s standards. At Monsignor Haller, everyone is 
expected to contribute to a safe, secure and positive 
environment within our school and community.  
 
The purpose of discipline is: 

• to show students what they’ve done wrong 

• give them ownership of the problem 

• give them options to solve their problems 

• leave students with their dignity in tact 
Minor infractions will be dealt with by the classroom teacher 
or staff member assigned to supervision duty and possibly 
a “behaviour sheet” filled out describing the behaviour and 
given to the classroom teacher.  Serious or repeated 
infractions will result in consultation with administration for 
review.  Administration will determine the appropriate 
consequence and parents will be notified. 
 
At Monsignor Haller Catholic School we believe that it is 
through our partnerships (students, parents and staff) that 
we will ensure success for our students.  
 
Bus Privileges:  
Students who live a certain distance from the school may 
receive bus transportation.  It is the responsibility of each 
student to follow bus safety procedures. Remember: riding 
the bus is a privilege-not a right. Students who 
consistently disregard the bus rules put everyone’s safety at 
risk and they may receive a suspension from riding the bus.  

Parents are asked to review these expectations with their 
children.  
Students will:  
ONLY ride the bus to which they are assigned; students 
who walk are not able to ride on their friend’s bus 

Board the bus in a single line, without pushing or shoving  

Sit where directed by the staff and bus patrollers 

Remain seated until the end of the trip  

Talk quietly, no swearing, no food 

Keep arms and head inside the window, and to yourself 

Cross the street in front of the bus and wait for the driver to 
signal before crossing  

Leave the bus at the regular stop unless permission is 
granted by the principal upon a request from the 
parent/guardian  
 
Safe Arrival/Student Attendance: 
Safety of students is a concern that both the home and the 
school share.  Please note that our school doors are 
locked during the day.  Please buzz in at the front door 
and report to the office where someone will then be able to 
help you.  In keeping our students safe, we respectfully 
request that you follow these procedures: 
1. If a child will be absent in the morning or all day please 

call the school prior to 8:50 a.m. 
2. If a child is absent and the school has not been notified, 

then the school will attempt to call the parent or 
guardian.  If you cannot be contacted, please be sure 
the office has emergency contacts that can verify your 
child’s location.  Please update these as necessary.  
Board policy says that police may be called if we are 
concerned about the whereabouts of a child and cannot 
contact a guardian. 

3. Students are marked late if they are not entering the 
school with their classmates (including lunch). We 
encourage students to arrive 5mins before the bell rings. 

4. We will not release students to a taxi or an uber under 
the age of 10 for obvious safety reasons. ID will be 
required on the part of the driver before the student is 
released and we require a phone call to ensure the 
student’s safe arrival. 

5. Students may not leave school property unless signed 
out by a parent/guardian. 

 
Late For School:  
School begins at 8:50 a.m. and 12:35 p.m. Please make 
every effort to instil in your children the life skill of 
punctuality. A child is late when arrival occurs after the 
bell. When your child arrives late, he/she is to report to 
the office so that we are made aware of the child’s arrival.  
 
Keep the Office Informed: 
Please notify the office at any time during the year when 
any of the following changes occur: address, place of 
employment, phone number – home, work, cell, 
emergency contact or babysitter/daycare. 
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Access to Children: 
In order to ensure that your children remain safe while at 
school, the following procedures are in place: 
1. If your child is to be picked up during school hours, we 
ask that you write a note or phone the school, stating the 
time for pick up and who will be meeting the child. 
2. The person picking up the child must report to the 
office and sign out the child.  No child will be allowed to be 
picked up at his/her room or wait outside for a ride. 
3. Children returning to school during school hours must 
be checked into the office before proceeding to their 
classrooms. 
4. If you have a Court Order or Custody Order it is your 
responsibility to provide a copy to the school so we are 
aware of any parent/guardian situations.  Otherwise we will 
release students if/when a guardian arrives to sign your 
child out. 
 

Student Illness: 
Monsignor Haller School does not have the proper 
facilities or staff to care for children who are sick. If your 
child is not well enough to go outside at recess, they 
should be kept at home.  A note in the agenda will alert us 
to a child not feeling well and to monitor, but we will not be 
able to comply with a child’s request to stay indoors 
without a note. If a child becomes ill or is injured, we will 
call parents to notify of our actions or request directions for 
the child’s care. 
 

Leaving Early in the Day:  
If you wish to withdraw your child during the course of a 
day, please come to the office to make your request or 
send a note to the classroom teacher. Before your child 
can leave, you are asked to come to the main office and  
sign the “Parent Sign out Book”. Your son/daughter will 
then be called from class to meet you at the office.  
Your child must be signed out by a parent or pre-approved 
person as per parent/guardian request. 
 

Supervision Before Class: 
Children in JK - Grade 8, who walk to school or arrive on 
the bus, may arrive on the property no more than 15 
minutes before the bell rings. JK/K students are escorted 
by parents or bus patrols to the designated area, for 
speedy drop off. 
 
Medication: 
For safety reasons, children are prohibited from bringing 
any form of medication to school.  There is a form that 
must be filled out by guardians to indicate that the 
medication must be taken during school hours. This form 
is available at the office, please call us and we can send 
one home. 
 
Emergency School Closing: 
Severe weather conditions such as snow and frigid 
temperatures or disruption of services such as heat, light 
and water may cause us to cancel buses or close the 

school. All families are provided with the Emergency 
Procedures form to complete in September. We must have 
this information for all students. If buses are cancelled in 
the morning, buses are cancelled all day.  
Parents/Guardians will have to drive students to school 
and pick them up if schools are open.  All evening WCDSB 
functions will also be cancelled.  Bus cancellations and 
school closing are reported on the board website and on 
the radio on: FM 105.3, AM 1090 or FM 96.7. 
 
System Wide Dismissal:  
In the event that a system wide dismissal is called, 
information will be announced by the radio stations and 
board website.  The Transportation Department may 
dismiss students at any time during the school day so it is 
important that parents and students discuss what should 
happen if an early / unexpected dismissal occurs.  
Suggested procedures for parents of children who 
ride a school bus:  
If you are unable to be home for early dismissal, make 
arrangements to safeguard your children at a neighbour’s 
home.  Please make sure your children are aware of what 
they are to do in the event of an early dismissal.  Call the 
school only when absolutely necessary so that you will not 
tie up the school telephone. Parents are the primary 
decision makers regarding the safety of their children.  All 
questions / concerns that deal with transportation should 
be directed to the Transportation Consortium at 519–650–
4934.  

 
Use of School Telephone: 
Responsible planning by our students will eliminate the 
need to call home during the day.  Calls home for projects, 
shoes, lunches, snacks, water bottles, play dates etc. will 
not be permitted.  At the discretion of the office staff or with 
teacher/coach supervision, calls home for reasons related 
to sport and other school events will be permitted if student 
safety is a concern. 
 
Anaphylaxis/Medical Concerns: 
Many of our students have severe allergies to peanuts and 
nut products.  We ask that you refrain from sending these 
products to school in order to ensure the safety of all 
students. If your child has a medical concern, kindly call 
the office for the appropriate paperwork to be sent home to 
ensure your child’s safety. 
 
Textbooks and Resources: 
Students are provided with many resources at school, 
including but limited to, desks, textbooks, library books, 
etc. Students are responsible for the whereabouts and 
care of these materials.  Teachers will be requesting these 
items to be returned at the end of the year or when 
requested by the teacher.  Items that are misplaced, 
vandalized, or defaced must be replaced.   
 
Computers/Internet/and other Electronics: 
Monsignor Haller School has WIFI hotspots and all 
students at Monsignor Haller School have access to the 
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computers in their classroom and the lab in the learning 
centre.  Students who have signed a contract also have 
access to the Internet.  All students are expected to 
adhere to the following rules: 
1. Students should not use another student’s log in. 
2. Students will not access inappropriate sites on the 
Internet (including YouTube / violent videos or games) 
3. Students will not interfere with another student’s work 
on the computer. 
4. All programs and USBs from home must be cleared for 
use by the classroom teacher. 
 
For safety reasons, cell phones are permitted at school, 
however it is understood that these devices must be 
turned off at all times while at school.  Tablets, I-Pods 
and docking stations may be used at school with teacher 
permission based on classroom activities.  No 
photos/video of students or staff is allowed at any 
time, unless under direct teacher supervision for specific 
projects.   
 
These items will be confiscated and kept in the office if 
permission is not in place (e.g., using for playing games 
and/or using tablet during lunch, in the hallways, or any 
other time not designated by classroom teacher). A 
parent/guardian may be asked to pick up these items 
depending on the circumstances.  Bringing in personal 
devices is an option, and the WCDSB does not accept 
responsibility for the theft, loss or destruction while at 
school or on school property at any time.  
                                                           
Dissemination/Publication of Material (electronic or 
otherwise): 
Dissemination or Publication in any form (electronic or 
otherwise) which comes to the attention of students, staff 
or teachers (via the Internet or otherwise) will be dealt with 
by administration and/or police.  This includes, but is not 
limited to, material which attacks an individual(s) on the 
basis of race, ancestry, place of origin, color, ethnic origin, 
citizenship, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age or 
disability, or which causes concern for the mental well-
being of students, staff or teachers, shows disrespect for 
staff, teachers, or other persons in positions of authority 
within the school or Board.  This amounts to a breach of 
the Provincial, Board and/or School Code of Conduct, 
regardless of the time, location or frequency of such 
dissemination or publication. 
 
As part of 21st century learning, students will be 
participating in a variety of social media tools via the 
Internet in the classroom. Some of the social media tools 
that may be used in the classroom include the following: 
Wikis, blogs, Podcasts, video conferencing, surveys, 
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, and other sites deemed 
appropriate by the classroom teacher in accordance with 
Ministry of Education curriculum. 
Our students and staff enjoy opportunities to share some 
of their activities with parents and the school community 
through teams, clubs, and special events. Many of these 

are 'memory making' for families and as such photographs 
are often taken. We ask that families exercise their 
discretion when taking photographs or videos at school 
events and consider the privacy of other students who may 
also be present in those pictures. We would appreciate if 
families not upload images of students other than their 
own to the Internet (e.g., YouTube or Facebook). Your 
cooperation is appreciated. 
 
Other Personal Property (Toys from Home): 
The following items are not permitted at school for safety 
reasons: hockey sticks, mini sticks, hard balls, baseball 
bats, cameras etc. Scooters, roller blades and skateboards 
can be brought to school, but are not to be used on school 
property and should be stored safely in a space agreed 
upon with the classroom teacher.  All children MUST wear 
a helmet while bicycling, riding scooters or wearing roller 
blades.   
At times, students bring personal belongings to the school 
(toys, footballs, hats, ball gloves, special clothing).  Their 
names should be clearly labelled on these articles.  Please 
note that the school is not responsible for the damage of or 
loss of personal items, including them being stolen or 
wrecked by another student.  We cannot provide 
assurances that these items can be looked after during the 
school day.  Avoid bringing items that have monetary or 
sentimental value. The school is not responsible for items 
lost/damaged and will not replace them nor ask another 
family to replace them. 
 
Dress Code: 
Students are expected to dress in an appropriate and neat 
fashion.  All clothing is to be clean and in good repair to 
promote our Catholic values.  These guidelines must be 
observed at all times (including trips and co-curricular 
activities).  

• tops must be modest, cover the entire shoulder (capped 
sleeves or regular sleeves) and overlap the pants so as 
to have complete coverage of the midriff; straps worn 
under clothing shouldn’t be visible so as to appear as 
“under wear” 

• hemmed shorts and walking shorts of an appropriate 
length are permitted during the warm weather 

• only clothing with positive messages and pictures is 
permitted 

• pyjama tops and bottoms are not acceptable.  

• hats, beanies, or other head coverings are not to be 
worn inside the school. 

• all clothing and symbols associated with youth gangs 
are prohibited.  This includes headbands, bandanas, 
kerchiefs 

• no flip flops or open toed shoes are to be worn  

• two pairs of shoes (indoor running shoes and outdoor 
shoes) are necessary at all times.   Students must wear 
running shoes or shoes that cover the entire foot when 
playing on the creative playground.   
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Homework Expectations:   
- every classroom teacher will encourage students to read 

every night. Teachers will promote different types of 
genre to read (newspaper, magazine, novel, etc.) 

- teachers will send home unfinished work if the student 
knows how to complete the assignment 

- teachers may send home some reinforcement activities 
(e.g., JK to Grade 3: word sort, practice learning letter 
sounds, math workbook; Grade 4 to 8: problem solving 
activities) 

- teachers will not send home extra photocopied 
worksheets for students to complete 

 
At Home Students Can: 
- practice handwriting skills, and keyboarding skills  
- read (orally or silently) 
- research topics being studied in class (written work to be 

done at school) 
- play math games (roll dice to multiply numbers) 
- write letters to family members  
- study for assessments or prepare for presentations 
- research and typing information can be done at home for 

projects. Final presentations can be practiced at home. 
 
Parents/Guardians Can Assist Students By: 
- asking each day about school 
- accessing school/class website for information 
- ensuring students read every night 
- having necessary materials and resources available at 

home 
- providing support about your child’s learning 
 
Agenda Expectations: 
1. Agendas will be used for students in grades 1 to 8.  
2. Agendas are to be used to help in the communication 

between home and school. 
3. Parents are asked to sign them on a daily basis 
4. Scribbling or any markings on the cover and/or inside 

the agenda is not permitted. Students will be asked to 
purchase a new agenda from the school if the agenda is 
not used properly or is lost 

 
Co-curricular Activities: 
Many activities are offered at Monsignor Haller Catholic 
School.  Naturally, we want every student to become 
involved in many of these activities.  Activities help build 
self-esteem as well as help students build relationships 
outside of the classroom.  Students who get involved enjoy 
school more than students who do not, and will get the 
opportunity to make their school life more enjoyable.   
 
Academic success is still our prime concern, however, 
participation on school teams is a privilege, and is 
restricted to those students who are exhibiting proper 
learning skills in the classroom and proper respect and 
behaviour on the yard.   
 
Activities may be offered before school in the morning, at 
recesses, and after school.  It is important that once a 

team is selected that the student makes a commitment to 
attend all practices and functions of that team or club for 
the remainder of the year. School uniforms will be provided 
for students to use. If they lose all or part of the uniform it 
will be the student’s responsibility to pay for its 
replacement. 
 
Newswire:  
Weekly and ongoing updates are prepared through the 
office and emailed out via Newswire. 
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to go to the school 
website and register for Newswire. By doing so, you will 
automatically receive your weekly updates and other 
important bulletins from the school, directly sent to your 
email once you register.  
Individual teachers will prepare monthly classroom 
bulletins or calendars and/or provide information on their 
class website.  
 
Lunch:  
All children are welcome to stay for lunch, but if they live 
near the school and someone is at home, we encourage 
them to go home for a hot meal and a break from school.  
Students each lunch from 11:35 –11:55am. Everyone must 
go outside at 11:55am unless the weather dictates 
otherwise (rain, extreme cold).  Grace before meals is 
shared in the classroom before the children begin to eat.  

Students eat their lunch in the classroom at the table or 
desk designated by the teacher or lunch supervisor.  
Proper table manners are to be used at all times, and 
students are responsible for cleaning up after themselves.      
Our yard is “food-free”, and therefore students are not 
allowed to take food or drinks into the yard during lunch 
hour and/or recess breaks.  

 

Kindly send nutritious and garbage-less lunches whenever 
possible, bring necessary utensils from home and use 
reusable lunch bags, containers for sandwiches etc.  
Students will be given the opportunity to use washroom 
facilities before being dismissed into the yard. 

 

Leaving School Property at Lunch:  
If a student regularly goes home at lunch, parents will sign 
a Lunch Permission form and return it to their child’s 
teacher in September.  Other students are permitted off of 
school property at lunch time only under the following 
circumstance:  
If a parent/guardian is taking a student out at lunch time a 
note to the classroom teacher in the agenda, signed and 
dated, is required.  Parents/guardians are asked to meet 
their child in the main office prior to leaving the school. 

 
Communication Guidelines for Parents/Guardians:  
Parents, students and staff have a right to receive 
affirmation for what they are doing and the right to know 
when concerns arise. Communication must recognize the 
dignity of the individual. All people deserve respect, dignity, 
fair treatment and inclusion. As part of respecting dignity of 
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the individual, the individual has a right to know firsthand of 
a concern from the individual who has the concern, not 
second-hand from someone else who has not been 
involved in the issue. The WCDSB has put the following 
process in place:  
 
STEP 1:  
Speak to the individual  

Issue resolved (if unresolved go to step 2)  
 
STEP 2:  
Speak to the Principal  

If you have not spoken to the individual, the Principal 
will ask you to do so  

The Principal will involve the individual in the discussions  

The Principal may request, at any time in the process, that 
you put your concerns in writing.  The Principal may 
involve, at any time in the process, others who may be 
helpful in resolving the concern; support staff from the 
school board, employee group representatives, the local 
parish, community agencies. 

You may contact your Trustee at any time. The Trustee 
will direct you to follow the process outlined above.  
 
Other School Related Concerns:  
For all other school-related concerns/suggestions that do 
not involve taking the matter up first with a staff member, 
the communication should be directed to the school 
Principal. The effective use of these communication 
guidelines by all involved will result in the fair and quick 
resolution of concerns.  
 
Monsignor Haller Catholic School Council:  
The School Council includes parents, staff, community 
representation and the Principal. Open Meetings are set 
approximately 5 times throughout the school year.  Dates 
of meetings are posted in our newswire blasts and on our 
website.  Parents are encouraged to attend these open 
meetings.  The agenda and minutes for meetings will be 
posted on our website.  
 
Responsibilities of the School Council: 
To meet the needs of present and future challenges, 
school councils have been established in all Ontario 
schools.  The school lies at the heart of every community 
and the relationship between parents; school staff and the 
community is witness to the collaborative process involved 
in educating our children.  

The advisory role of the School Council is to provide ideas 
and opinions, to assist the principal and where 
appropriate, school board trustees in their decision-making 
on educational issues.   

The objectives of The Monsignor Haller Catholic School 
Council are: 

• To enhance communication between the school, 
home, church and community; 

• To support the school by providing resources to fulfill 
the mission. 

• To make recommendations to the administration and 
school staff on; 

❖ School policy and procedures 
❖ Programs and services 
❖ Facilities and equipment 
❖ Learning and resources 
❖ Parent/community education 

❖ Budgeting and finance  

Kindly note that School Councils are not forums to discuss 
teacher – student – parent issues.  
 

 

Wishing all of our students, families and staff a 

wonderful new school year! 
Mrs. Tanya Hunter 

 
 


